MEET SUMMER, our curly, redheaded girl from Carrollton, Texas. In 2006, when she was only 21 months old, Summer was diagnosed with Acute Myelogenous Leukemia (AML), one of the most aggressive forms of leukemia.  Summer spent the months prior to her diagnosis singing, dancing, and adoring her newborn sister.  Summer’s sister, Claire, was born just five weeks before diagnosis, and our family was all so happy. The world of the Simons family changed fast following Summer’s diagnosis, and since then Summer has spent approximately 300 nights in the hospital, had multiple surgeries, had multiple medical procedures, achieved remission twice, relapsed once, survived a bone marrow transplant, changed from A+ to O+ blood type following the transplant, survived a collapsed lung, and learned to pronounce names of medications that are difficult for most adults.

After completing treatment in May 2007, Summer was in complete remission and our family enjoyed some recovery time.  Then, on November 8th, 2007, Summer relapsed, only a week after Summer and her family participated in their first Light the Night Walk.  This was devastating to the family since relapsed AML has a very poor prognosis. AML is a very aggressive disease and there is a strong chance that if AML returns once, it will return again. It is also expected that each time the disease returns, it will likely become stronger with a higher tolerance to treatment. Each treatment for a relapse increases overall toxicity, and increased toxicity will eventually lead to additional complications. Because it was likely the disease would return, a bone marrow transplant was considered Summer’s only option to break this cycle and survive.  This meant it was necessary to completely destroy Summer’s immune system, leaving her highly susceptible to disease for months, and then replacing it with a new transplanted immune system provided by a cord blood donor.
It has not been an easy path for Summer or our family, and it often seems like we have been faced with every challenge associated with leukemia, beginning with extreme mouth and tongue sores. Even three and a half years after transplant, Summer still struggles with challenges associated with her eyes, ears/hearing, hair growth, and catching up on some of the normal things she missed while in the hospital. 

Summer is still singing and dancing more and more each day, and playing with her best friend and sister, Claire, who is also a curly redhead.  But now, she also loves to attend school, swim, attend hip hop dance class, play softball, and of course play Barbies and watch Disney movies.  And, this year, Summer will be participating in her fifth Light the Night walk!  Summer and our family also know God is on our side, and we are blessed. 

Summer is a very happy little girl and is getting better each day. Please keep Summer in your prayers. Summer reached her three year post bone marrow transplant anniversary on January 4, 2011.  And, Summer celebrated her sixth birthday recently, January 22, 2011!  Praise God!

As parents, we can tell you that people cannot and should not understand what Summer and our family has gone through over the past five plus years.  One just cannot understand this unless you have experienced it yourself.  That is why we raise funds, in hopes that one day no one has to understand. Still, we are blessed and thankful that we are still fighting. Logic tells us to take a break from raising funds but, our heart tells us to make a difference, and do something that really matters. Our heart tells us to do something to help stop this terrible disease. Our journey is painful, and we continue to suffer each time we hear about a child facing similar challenges. We continue to raise funds for the LLS in hope that one day no child, adult, or parent will have to endure the struggles of blood cancers. Our fight is far from over, but we know that God is on our side.  This will be our family’s fifth year to participate in the Light the Night Walk.
