On January 4, 2008, Jordan became a very proud big sister to little sister, Jadyn. She spent the next few months being the best big sister she could but soon started to not feel very well. We took Jordan to the doctor several times trying to figure out why she was running low grade fevers, having body aches and was pale. On March 26, 2008, her pediatrician sent her to the emergency room and after blood work was done, she came in and told us that Jordan had leukemia. Our world was turned upside down. Jordan was taken by ambulance to the ICU at Children’s Medical Center. After a bone marrow biopsy she was diagnosed with High Risk Precursor-B Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL). This threw us in a life we hadn’t previously known. We were told that the treatment would be two and a half years and the first ten months would be extremely difficult but the survival rate was very high.

Over the course of her treatment, Jordan spent 58 days in the hospital, had 18 blood transfusions, was put on a feeding tube due to extreme weight loss and subjected to a lot of different methods of administering chemo including numerous spinal taps. Watching your child go through so much pain and uncertainty was horrible. It was only through God’s strength and family and friends that we made it through that time.

During one of our hospital stays we heard about The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Light The Night. We wanted Jordan to have a chance to see some of the people that had been praying for her and supporting all of us. We were so excited about the event but on the night before the walk, Jordan was admitted to the hospital for what turned out to be an 18 day stay. We decided to go ahead and attend even though Jordan was in the hospital. The walk was such an uplifting night for us and helped us get through the next few weeks. It was incredible to see so many people supporting those that are affected by blood cancers.  Jordan has attended two Light The Night walks now and loves carrying her white balloon. She feels so special carrying it.  I love Light The Night because it gives us a chance to gather with so many supporters and truly “light the night”.

Jordan is an amazing little girl that loves to make people smile. She has a huge heart and an understanding of what is going that far surpasses her 7 years. She is the light of our lives and we are so proud of her.

After 850 days of treatment and chemo, Jordan finished treatment on July 23, 2010! We are so excited to be finished and have enjoyed transitioning into a “normal” life. Our lives have been forever changed and we will continue on the quest to raise money to cure this terrible disease. The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has played such an important part of our journey- both in funding the research that has allowed her to beat this horrible cancer and in encouragement with events like Light The Night.

